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period in India was marked by very considerable, in fact very violent,
changes in the utilization of excess capacity, labour productivity
and price relatives between raw materials and manufactured goods.
In the light of the above, one cannot be far too wrong in using the
decennial index numbers of the gross volume of industrial and
mineral production for the period 1896 to 1955 to reflect the changes
in the net value of industrial output for this period.
From the qualifications made above, it is obvious that the data
shown in Table 2 are very approximate and can only be used to in-
dicate the broad order of magnitudes involved. While it is not within
the scope of this statistical study to attempt an explanation of the
trends in the value of agricultural and industrial output indicated
in Table 2, some general observations may be made here ; a proper
evaluation of these trends would clearly need a more detailed study
of the social, economic and political history of last few decades.
(1) The most striking feature about the changes over the last six
decades is the markedly slow expansion of agricultural output. On
the whole, agricultural output increased by only 18 per cent during
these six decades, whereas the total population increased by over a
half. No matter how crude these estimates may be, it is obvious that
source : Data on agricultural output based on George Blyn's unpublished
study, the main contents of which are cited by Daniel Thorner in his "Long-
term Trends in Output in India" in S, S. Kuznets, (ed.), Economic Growth :
Brazil, India, Japan (Duke University Press, 1955), pp. 120-24, data on factory
output for 1896-1932 from David B. Meek, "Some Measures of Economic
Activity in India," Journal of the Royal Statistical Society (London, 1937),
Part III, for 1932-38 from League of Nations, Industrialization and Foreign
Trade (1945), pp. 133-135 ; and for later years from U. N. Statistical Yearbook
1949-50, p. 132 and recent issues of the Monthly Abstract of Statistics; the
same sources are used for mineral output. Data on population from U, N.
Demographic Yearbooks.
note : Indices from the above publications have been linked in continuous
series, values in 1952-53 prices obtained by applying these index numbers to
national income data given in the Planning Commission, Second Five Year Plan :
Draft Outline, (New Delhi, 1956), p. 26. For other details, see text.
17	Data for 1960, related to average for 1946-55 ; on a straight line basis of
growth, 1960 may be considered to represent an approximate average for the
decade 1956-1965.
18	Based on census years, thus assuming that the population in a   census
year represents an approximate average for the decennium which covers roughly
equal periods prior to, and after, the census year.

